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To make this allusion intelligible, it is necessary to observe that Abu Dawud's
grandfather sold pitch at Basra. On the death of al-Motasim and the accession of
his son al-Wathik Harun, Ibn az-Zaiyat pronounced the following verses :

"When they returned after depositing the best of the dead in the best of tombs, I said; " God
" can ne\er repair the misfortune ^hich a people suffer in losing one like thee, but by giving
" them (a prince like) Edrun."

Al-Wathik, in his father's lifetime, had conceived a violent hatred against Ibn az-
Zaiyat, but, when he heard these verses, he confirmed him in the possession of all
the authority which he had exercised during the reign of al-Motasim. He had even
sworn by a most solemn oath (6) that, on his accession, he would cast the vizir down
from the height of his power; but, having ordered the kdtibs, after he had assumed
the supreme command, to draw up a notice relative to the ceremonies to be observed
at his inauguration, he was dissatisfied with the draughts which they submitted to his
examination, and the only one which met his approval was that which Ibn az-Zaiyat
wrote out subsequently to their failure. This document he ordered to be adopted
for the model of all the copies of the notice, and he proceeded to expiate the breach
of his vow according to the legal formalities. "Money," said he, " can be replaced,
" and so can the sum given to redeem a broken vow, but we can have no equivalent
*' for the empire or for such a man as Ibn az-Zaiyat." A141utawrakkil, the suc-
cessor of al-Wathik, bore a violent rancour towards the vizir, and, on the fortieth
day after his accession, he gratified his animosity by putting him under arrest and
confiscating his property. The motive which led him to this act of vengeance was
that, on the death of his brother, al-Wathik, Muhammad Ibn az-Zaiyat had proposed
to raise the deceased khalifs son to the throne, whilst the kddi Ibn Abi Duwad
recommended that al-Mutawakkil should be chosen. To accomplish his purpose, the
kddi displayed the utmost activity, and he carried his zeal so far that he placed, with
his own hands, the turban on al-Mutawakkil's head and the Prophet's rnanlle on his
shoulders, after which, he kissed him on the forehead. Under the reign of al-
Wathik, whenever al-Mutawakkil went to see the vizir, the latter received him with
a frowning look, and accosted him in the rudest terms; hoping, by this line of con-
duct, to ingratiate himself yet more with his sovereign. Al-Mutawakkirs hatred was
excited by this treatment, and if, on his accession to power, he abstained for a time
from venting his anger on Ibn az-Zaiyat, it was only to allay his apprehensions and